
Courtesy of© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., All rights reserved. Member FDIC

Smoke detectors and fire prevention — There were more than 480,000 structure fires in the United States in 
2012, causing $9.8 billion in property damage and more than 2,800 deaths.1

  Put a smoke detector on each level of your home and in every bedroom. Test them monthly and replace the batteries at 
least annually.

 Place a fire extinguisher near fireplaces and in the kitchen, and show everyone in your household how to use it.

  Turn off space heaters when not in use or when you are asleep. Check for frayed or torn power cords, broken wire or 
coils, and signs of overheating. Never run power cords under rugs or carpeting.

  Keep curtains, bedding, furniture, and other flammable materials away from heat sources.

  Check that all gas appliances are vented to prevent carbon monoxide buildup, and place a carbon monoxide detector 
in each bedroom.

 Keep gas generators at least 20 feet from the home, doors, and windows.

Winter preparedness checklist
Tips to help you protect your home — and yourself — during the winter months.

Talk to your insurance agent to make sure your homeowners or renters insurance policy meets your needs.

Fireplaces — Proper maintenance and use will help you avoid risks of fire and personal injury.

 Have gas and wood-burning fireplaces inspected by a licensed professional regularly.

 Clean out remnants of previous fires before each use.

  Have chimneys inspected and cleaned annually to ensure obstructions are removed and chemical buildups and 
exhaust ports are cleaned, and replace screens and doors that don’t fit properly. 

 Have fireplace screens and doors inspected for proper fit.

 Have a cap put on your chimney to prevent pests and small animals from nesting inside.

Christmas trees — Electrical problems were factors in 1/3 of home Christmas tree structure fires from 2007 to 2011.2

 Place tree stands on a level surface, and balance the tree so it doesn’t tip over.

 Do not place trees near fireplaces, space heaters, candles, or other heat sources.

  Check light strings for frayed wires and broken plugs or sockets, and do not overload connecting light strings and 
outlets.

 Water tree stands daily to keep trees moist; dry trees are more flammable.

Continued on next page



Courtesy of© 2014 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., All rights reserved. Member FDIC

It is always a good time to review your insurance policies to make sure they meet 
your needs. Wells Fargo Insurance can help — give us a call with your personal 
insurance questions at 1-866-586-9776. 

Frozen pipes — Burst pipes could cause water damage to electronics, furniture and cabinetry, and clothing. It could also 
ruin and cause mold buildup on ceilings, walls, and flooring. Pipes close to external walls or near openings to the home, such 
as where your cable connection enters the structure, are particularly vulnerable.

 Wrap exposed pipes with insulation.

 Seal cracks and holes leading into your house.

 Disconnect and drain garden hoses.

 Turn off external water valves and use covers on external faucets during the winter. 

  Shut off the water supply and drain the water from your toilets and tanks if your home will be unattended for long 
periods of time. 

Personal and property safety — Protect yourself against liability claims and lawsuits. Properly maintaining your 
home and property can reduce the risk of damage to possessions and injury to yourself, guests, and even passersby.   

 Shovel sidewalks, walkways, driveways, and steps. 

 Add outdoor lighting to improve visibility.

  Ensure handrails and bannisters are secure and steps are in good condition.

  Clean out gutters and downspouts to prevent water backup and ice dams.

  Remove dead tree branches that could snap under the weight of heavy snow or ice and cause property damage or 
personal injury.

 Remove snow buildup from roofs to avoid leaks and minimize ice dams.

 Prepare an emergency supply kit in case you lose power for an extended period of time.

Flooding — Anywhere it rains, it can flood. Just because you haven’t experienced flooding before is no guarantee it won’t 
happen. Review your insurance to ensure you have a flood policy or an endorsement for flooding, which is different than water 
backup from a sump pump or sewer. 

 Check with your city or county planning department to see if your home is in a floodplain.

 Buy and install a sump pump with a battery backup.

  Install backflow valves on toilets, drains, and sewer connections to prevent backups during a flood.

  Have a licensed electrician raise wiring, outlets, switches, circuit breakers, and other electronic components at least  
12 inches above your home’s projected flood plain.

1. National Fire Protection Association http://www.nfpa.org/~/media/Files/Research/Fact%20sheets/FireLossFacts.pdf 
2. National Fire Protection Association http://www.nfpa.org/~/media/Files/Research/Fact%20sheets/ChristmasTreeFactSheet.pdf
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